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Swing bridges are negétlated in darkness durmg Stump the Hump, but can be appremated in day |ghtdur|ng other hlkes .

steepest stretch, and after a bit of a grunt we’re on top
of the ridge. A faint glow of lights at Okaka Lodge is
now visible, and soon I'm resting in front of a fire
savouring every spoonful of hot porridge.

Back out on the boardwalk there are no more glow
sticks, and it’s still very dark.  hope my headtorch
battery lasts. This was my favourite stretch — no
other hikers around and just the slightest hint of the
Fiordland vistas to come.

It’s impossible to get lost, and after a gradual
descent on the tussocky steppe, passing through one
of the seven distinct floral zones of the Hump Ridge
Track, we re-enter the forest.

The sun is rising by the time I reach the 6.5km
straight to Port Craig, an uninhabited collection of
buildings that used to be New Zealand’s busiest
milling town. The rail track that used to transport
timber there passes over three wooden viaducts
which loom like bridges to nowhere. The largest, the
Percy Burn Viaduct, is the world’s highest remaining
wooden viaduct, built in the 1920s.

Fatigue has returned, and every jolt of the knees
on uneven rail sleepers intensifies the ill feeling. Now
9am, and more than 24 hours without sleep, the mind
wanders to dark places.

Fortunately, the consistently cheerful checkpoint
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volunteers are great at alleviating the monotony.

The lunch stop at Port Craig brings a spirit-lifting
supply of hot soup, sandwiches and coffee. More
trampers come through and remove their shoes to
mask the pain. The soles of one woman’s feet are
completely blistered. Suddenly I don’t feel so bad.

No lingering now. It’s the home run. The track
winds down to the beach, and the feeling of relief at
seeing the ocean again is immense.

A short walk along the shore, back into the bush
then another hour of
grunt and we return
to familiar territory,
rejoining the loop
of the previous
evening.

The final 30 .
minutes is agony, and )
I come home in just
under 14 hours, an hour
behind the fastest pair,
which included the
youngest entrant, a 14-year-
old from just up the road.

Next year's Stump
the Hump will be on
Friday, February 1,
starting at midnight.
Cost: $130. Bookings
open around August
at www.humpridge-
track.co.nz.

Luxury bed-and-
breakfastona
working farm at
Kirmington Dene.
Contact Julie
Sanderson on (03)
226 6630 or www.
kirmingtondene.
co.nz

ALL-INCLUSIVE FARES (RETURN)

*Conditions: All Offers: Please read this information carefully because additional charges may apply to some flights. Fare valid for sale from 20.Ap

Sales period: 20 Apr - 15 May 12

21 Apr-22Jun12 /08 Jul -
UK / Europe: 21 Apr - 22 Jun 12 /

21 Apr12 - 31 Jan 13

FROM AUCKLAND

Economy Class departure periods:
South Asian Sub Continent / Malaysia / South East Asia:
25 Sep 12 / 01 Oct - 30 Nov 12

01 Aug - 25 Sep 12 / 01 Oct - 30 Nov 12

Business Class departure period: All destinations:

MORE GREAT DEALS:

ECONOMY CLASS

BUSINESS CLASS

KUALA LUMPUR

NZD

%1599

FROM
NZD

4,999

PHUKET, BALI or MANILA

FROM
NZD

1,599

FROM
NZD

3,399

LONDON, PARIS or

AMSTERDAM

FROM
NZD

2,499

FROM
NZD

6,999

completed by 15 Mar 13.
3 INDIA

5 May-12. Fares

Follow Malaysia Airlines on :

are for Economy or Business Class return travel ex Auckland per:person & include taxes, fees & fuel surcharges correct as at 12 Apr 12. Prices.sub
we reserve the right to alter or extend this offer without notice. Prices may fluctuate due to changes in currency exchange,fees & taxe
Zealand Dollars. Limited seats available and may not be available on every day/flight throughout the travel period and subject'to availz it
to change. Cancellation and change fees apply. A mandatory stopover may be required at Kuala Lumpur International Airport for'some
voluntary stopover is permitted in Kuala'Lumpur in each direction. Additional stopovers will cost $150 per stopover, per person.-All-volul
additional taxes. Local taxes may also apply. Other costs associated with voluntary stopovers are also at passenger’s own expense:
Economy Class Sale: Max stay applies. 25 Kilos baggage allowance permitted to all destinations. Business Class Sale: Min/max stay-appli

Hurry, sale ends 15 May 12.

ALL-INCLUSIVE FARES (RETURN)

For more destinations and to book, visit
malaysiaairlines.com, your nearest Malaysia Airlines
ticket office or call 0800 777 747

All travel must be

£ G (T Tuhe)
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